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SAN FRANCISCO
OPERA

NEW PRODUCTION OF MOZART'S DON GIOVANNI OPENS
2022 SUMMER SEASON, JUNE 4-JULY 2

Michael Cavanagh (Photo: Anita Watkins); Set renderings for Don Giovanni by Erhard Rom

Director Michael Cavanagh's Multi-Year Mozart-Da Ponte Trilogy Concludes
with Maestro Bertrand de Billy Leading an International, Star-Studded Cast

Bertrand de Billy, Etienne Dupuis; Luca Pisaroni; Adela Zaharia; Nicole Car;

Christina Gansch, Amitai Pati, Cody Quattlebaum, Soloman Howard

June 18 Pride Night Performance Includes After-Party on the
Dress Circle of the Opera House

Tickets Available at sfopera.com and (415) 864-3330



https://www.sfopera.com/

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (May 6, 2022; updated June 2, 2022) — San Francisco Opera opens
its 2022 Summer Season with Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's Don Giovanni from June 4-
July 2 at the War Memorial Opera House. Director Michael Cavanagh's new production is
the third and final chapter of San Francisco Opera's multi-year Mozart-Da Ponte Trilogy,
presenting all three operatic collaborations by Mozart and poet Lorenzo Da Ponte within
the same American house setting at different points over a 300-year span. Conductor
Bertrand de Billy makes his Company debut leading an international cast headed by
Etienne Dupuis as Don Giovanni, Adela Zaharia as Donna Anna, and Nicole Car as Donna
Elvira, all in Company debuts, with Christina Gansch, Luca Pisaroni, Amitai Pati, Cody
Quattlebaum and Soloman Howard.

The Mozart-Da Ponte Trilogy launched in 2019 with the popular and critically praised
production of The Marriage of Figaro (Le Nozze di Figaro) set in America's early
postcolonial period when the American house setting and the nation itself were newly
founded. The narrative arc continued in November 2021 with Cos/ fan tutte, in which
Cavanagh's “richly inventive touch” (San Francisco Chronicle) moved the action to the
1930s where the house has been converted into a country club and the characters find
themselves at moral crossroads.

The director and his creative team of set and projection designer Erhard Rom, costume
designer Constance Hoffman and lighting designer Jane Cox conclude their vision for the
trilogy with Don Giovanni, set 150 years after the previous installment in an uncertain
future where the house and society are crumbling. Cavanagh said: “When we charted the
Great American House journey, we deliberately stretched our timeline to demonstrate
the universality and timelessness of the common themes in these amazing works. In Don
Giovanni, the greed, desire and hunger for power without regard for impact on our fellow
human beings has stolen our future and loosed monsters on the world. And those
monsters look like us.”

Don Giovanni follows the titular Don, a nobleman whose womanizing and rapacious self-
interest lead to a fiery retribution. Witty, darkly humorous and filled with exuberant
melodic invention, the opera reveals the 31-year-old Mozart at a creative peak. Parisian
conductor Bertrand de Billy will conduct the 1788 version of the score, wherein Mozart
added arias and made other changes for the work’s presentation in Vienna six months
after its first performances in Prague. In his first performances since joining the Company
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in January, San Francisco Opera's Chorus Director John Keene prepares the Opera
Chorus.

Canadian baritone Etienne Dupuis, who recently made waves at the Metropolitan Opera
as Rodrigue in Verdi's Don Carlos, brings his acclaimed interpretation of the central
character of this Mozart and Da Ponte work. Opera Canada said: “[Dupuis] deploys
immense charm and seduction, phrasing with infinite finesse.” Adding to his gallery of
memorable Mozartean roles on the War Memorial Opera House stage, bass-baritone
Luca Pisaroni is Leporello. Pisaroni's celebrated portrayal of the Don’'s henchman was
praised by the New York Times for its “charm” and “touch of swagger.”

Adela Zaharia makes her Company debut as Donna Anna, a role she has recently
performed on the leading opera stages of Paris, Amsterdam, London and Madrid. About
the Romanian soprano, the Los Angeles Times observed “[Adela Zaharia'sl voice was
equal parts shimmer and opulence.” Australian soprano Nicole Car has performed the
role of Donna Elvira on many leading stages, including in March 2022 at the Paris Opera
under the baton of Bertrand de Billy. In her first San Francisco engagement, Car joins a
cast headed by baritone Etienne Dupuis, her husband and occasional onstage colleague.
Opera News praised Car's 2017 appearance in Puccini's La Bohéme at Covent Garden as
‘the evening's exceptional vocal performance” and said, “Car's long-breathed, assured
Mimi suggested a star in the making.”

Samoan-born tenor and former San Francisco Opera Adler Fellow Amitai Pati is Don
Ottavio, and soprano Christina Gansch, a standout in the Company's 2019 production of
Handel's Orlando, is Zerlina. Former Merola Opera Program participant and bass-baritone
Cody Quattlebaum makes his Company debut as Masetto. Bass Soloman Howard, who
appeared earlier this season with San Francisco Opera in Beethoven's Fidelio and
Puccini's Tosca, will portray the Commendatore.

Sung in Italian with English supertitles, the eight performances of Don Giovanni are
scheduled for June 4 (7:30 pm), June 10 (7:30 pm), June 12 (2 pm), June 15 (7:30 pm), June
18 (7:30 pm), June 21 (7:30 pm), June 26 (2 pm); July 2 (7:30 pm), 2022.



PRIDE NIGHT AT THE OPERA

In honor of San Francisco's Pride Month, the Saturday, June 18 performance of Mozart's
Don Giovanni will include a Pride Night at the Opera after-party. All ticket holders to the
performance are invited to attend this celebration of San Francisco's diverse LGBTQ+
community on the Dress Circle level of the Opera House for drinks, dancing, and
jubilation.

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA GUILD PREVIEW SERIES: DON GIOVANNI

On May 31 and June 1, the San Francisco Opera Guild will present a series of Opera
Preview lectures on Don Giovanni by Derek Katz, Associate Professor of Music History at
University of California, Santa Barbara. Each 90-minute lecture provides in-depth insight
into the opera’s history, composer, story and music.

San Francisco Chapter
Tuesday, May 31 at 12 pm Zoom Webinar
General Admission: $10. Register at Eventbrite.

San Jose Opera Guild

Wednesday, June 1 at 10 am

Addison-Penzak JCC Silicon Valley, 14855 Oka Road, Suite 201, Los Gatos

Free to San Jose Opera Guild and Addison-Penzak JCC members; $10 general admission

East Bay Chapter

Wednesday, June 1 at 7:30 pm

Lafayette Library and Learning Center, 3491 Mount Diablo Blvd, Lafayette
General Admission: $10

For more information about the Opera Preview Series, visit sfopera.com/operapreviews.

TICKETS AND INFORMATION

Tickets for Don Giovanni range from $26 to $408 and are available at the San Francisco Opera
Box Office, by phone at (415) 864-3330 and online at sfopera.com. The San Francisco Opera Box
Office window is located in the Opera House at 301 Van Ness Avenue. Box Office hours are
Monday 10 am.-5 p.m,; Tuesday through Friday 10 am.-6 p.m.; Saturday 10 am.-6 p.m.
(Saturdays phone only except during performance season May 14 through July 2). A $2 per-ticket
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/don-giovanni-virtual-opera-preview-tickets-332035124997
https://www.sfopera.com/discover-opera/education/community-programs/operapreviews/DonGiovannioperapreview/
https://www.sfopera.com/

facility fee is included in Balcony 1, 2 and 3 zone prices; all other zones include a $3 per-ticket
facility fee.

San Francisco Opera requires all patrons aged 12 and older, who are eligible, to show proof of
vaccination and booster shot along with a photo ID for admission to performances at the War
Memorial Opera House. Proof of vaccination is required for children aged 5 to 11 (defined as two
weeks after their final shot). Unvaccinated attendees ages 5 years and up are not permitted. If you
are attending with any children under the age of 5, please call the Box Office at (415) 864-3330.
All patrons must wear well-fitted masks that cover their nose, mouth and chin when inside the
War Memorial Opera House unless they are actively eating or drinking. A non-vented N95 mask is
strongly recommended for maximum protection. For complete information about the Company's
health and safety protocols, visit sfopera.com/safetyfirst.

To ensure flexibility for patrons in this transitional season, exchanges will be accepted without
incurring a fee up to two hours before performances. Refunds will be available if patrons must
miss a performance due to COVID. Refund requests must be made at least two hours before the
performance.

The War Memorial Opera House is located at 301 Van Ness Avenue. Patrons are encouraged to
use public transportation to attend San Francisco Opera performances. The War Memorial Opera
House is within walking distance of the Civic Center BART/Muni Station and near numerous bus
lines, including 5, 21, 47, 49 and F Market Street. For further public transportation information, visit
bart.gov and sfmta.com.

All casting, programs, schedules and ticket prices are subject to change. For further information
about San Francisco Opera's 2021-22 Season, visit sfopera.com/onstage.

HHHH

DON GIOVANNI CASTING AND CALENDAR

*San Francisco Opera Debut J’Role Debut
+Merola Opera Program Graduate ++Merola and Adler Fellowship Graduate

All performances take place at the War Memorial Opera House (301 Van Ness Avenue in San Francisco).

NEW PRODUCTION
DON GIOVANNI by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

June 4 (7:30 pm), 10 (7:30 pm), 12 (2 pm), 15 (7:30 pm), 18 (7:30 pm), 21 (7:30 pm), 26 (2 pm), July 2
(7:30 pm), 2022

Libretto by Lorenzo Da Ponte
Approximate running time: 3 hours, 20 minutes including one intermission
Sung in ltalian with English supertitles


http://www.sfopera.com/safetyfirst
https://www.bart.gov/
https://www.sfmta.com/
https://sfopera.com/on-stage/

World premiere:
First SFO performance:

Most recent SFO Performances:

Cast:

Don Giovanni
Donna Anna
Donna Elvira
Don Ottavio
Leporello
Zerlina
Masetto
Commendatore

Creative Team:

Conductor

Director

Set and Projection Designer
Costume Designer

Lighting Designer

Chorus Director

Prague; October 29, 1787
October 10, 1938
2016-17 Season

Etienne Dupuis *
Adela Zaharia *
Nicole Car *

Amitai Pati ++

Luca Pisaroni
Christina Gansch
Cody Quattlebaum "+
Soloman Howard

Bertrand de Billy *
Michael Cavanagh
Erhard Rom
Constance Hoffman
Jane Cox

John Keene *

San Francisco Opera Orchestra and San Francisco Opera Chorus

PRIDE NIGHT AT THE OPERA: DON GIOVANNI AND AFTERPARTY
Saturday, June 18

In honor of San Francisco’s Pride Month, the June 18 performance of Don Giovanni will include a
Pride Night at the Opera after-party immediately after the final curtain drops. All ticket holders to
the evening's performance are invited to attend this celebration of San Francisco's diverse
LGBTQ+* community on the Dress Circle level of the Opera House for drinks, dancing, and
jubilation.

San Francisco Opera is sponsored, in part, by Jerome L. and Thao N. Dodson, The Dolby Family,
Carol and Dixon Doll, Bertie Bialek Elliott, Peter Fenton and Kate Greer, Keith and Priscilla Geeslin,
Gordon Getty, John A. and Cynthia Fry Gunn, Burgess and Elizabeth Jamieson, Franklin and
Catherine Johnson, Edmund W. and Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund, Steven M. Menzies, Bernard
and Barbro Osher, Jan Shrem and Maria Manetti Shrem, Dianne and Tad Taube, Phyllis C. Wattis
Endowment Funds, Diane B. Wilsey, and Barbara A. Wolfe.

Don Giovanni is made possible, in part, by John A. and Cynthia Fry Gunn; Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for
New Productions; Bernard and Barbro Osher; Jan Shrem and Maria Manetti Shrem; and Joan and
David Traitel
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Yamaha is the official piano of San Francisco Opera.

San Francisco Opera would like to acknowledge the team of UCSF doctors who have provided
guidance in planning the Company'’s safe return to the stage. Thank you to Drs. George
Rutherford, Mark Almond, Robert Harrison, Sdnziana Roman and Clark Rosen.

San Francisco Opera is supported, in part, by a grant from Grants for the Arts.
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San Francisco Opera is a member of
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PRESS PHOTOS: High-resolution, downloadable photographs, including artist headshots, for San
Francisco Opera's new production of Don Giovanni are available at sfopera.com/press

For further press information, please contact San Francisco Opera Communications:
Julia Inouye (415) 565-6430 / jinouye@sfopera.com

Jeffery McMillan (415) 565-6451 / jmcmillan@sfopera.com

Teresa Concepcion (415) 565-6470 / tconcepcion@sfopera.com
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