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A handbill from the Gold Rush, (1849) 
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The way they go to California. (c.1849)  Published by Currier & Ives.   

Gold rush cartoon, showing dock crowded with men with picks and shovels, and men jumping from the dock to 
reach departing ship; a crowded airship and a man on a rocket fly overhead; and a man with a pick and shovel 

parachutes from the airship. 
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River Operations at Murdererʼs Bar. Illustration from Harperʼs Weekly Magazine (mid 1850s). 



 

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA Education Materials   THE GIRL OF THE GOLDEN WEST 

 

 

Panning on the Mokelumne, (1860). Artist unknown. 
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A forty-niner peers into the slit of Californiaʼs American River, (1850), photo by L.C. McClure. 
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Gold in California - "El Dorado," in Sacramento. (1852)   
Wood engraving of a crowded gambling house. 

 



 

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA Education Materials   THE GIRL OF THE GOLDEN WEST 

 
 
California diamond jubilee half dollar commemorative coin (1925), designed by San Francisco sculptor Jo Mora.  
 

 

 
Obverse: Features a kneeling figure of a forty-niner and the inscriptions Liberty, In God We Trust, California 

Diamond Jubilee, and 1925. 
 

 
 

Reverse:  Features a walking grizzly bear, state emblem of California. The inscriptions are E Pluribus Unum, Half 
Dollar, and United States of America. 
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