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Old Love, New Love
Trick Love, True LoveThe story of Don Pasquale is not exactly new. We can see these characters and elements of the action in the commedia

dell’arte tradition going back hundreds of years. And yet it is not old, either. When I’ve told people, “Yes, I am directing the

opera Don Pasquale, it’s about an old man who wants a young wife,” they’ve laughed and one man said, “You know, that

really happens, take it from me.” So we have a story that is antique and modern at the same time…

For me, the period shown in Italian movies of the 1950s and ‘60s captures this complexity. They are set in an era that we think of

as modern, but they are also visually simplified: the surroundings still show the shortages of World War II, and the films are black

and white. That gives them a timeless, universal feeling we have tried to capture on stage in this opera. We can’t tell by looking

exactly when it is taking place, but we have all seen homes like Don Pasquale’s. Perhaps it was once luxurious, with the big chande-

lier and the big upholstered chair he likes to sit in. But now things have gotten a bit shabby. It has not been renovated in a long time,

and nothing seems quite right because the scale is off—a little too big here, a little too small there. This puts the action into an odd

perspective that makes us think.The humor in this opera is wonderful, but there is also truth in it—truth that is a little sad. norina and ernesto are young and in

love. like us, they want it all: marriage and the financial security that only ernesto’s rich uncle, Don Pasquale, can offer them. How

far should we go to get what we want? How far is too far? In the end, they learn the answer. And so do we. 
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