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SAN FRANCISCO
OPERA

DEPARTMENT OF DIVERSITY, EQUITY AND COMMUNITY OFFERS
INTERACTIVE TALKS ON OPERA IN LATIN AMERICA

JULY 11 THE ZARZUELA
JULY 18: BAROQUE OPERA IN THE NEW WORLD

JULY 25: CONTEMPORARY LATIN STAGE WORKS

L-R: Zarzuela (Photo: Javier del Real); Albert Montanez; Vivaldi's Montezuma

(Photo: Karen Almond/American Baroque Opera Company)

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (June 30, 2021) — San Francisco Opera's Department of Diversity, Equity
and Community (DEC) announced new Opera Aficionado virtual conversations in July
centered on Opera in Latin America. The live, 75-minute Zoom discussions offer music lovers
around the world a front-row seat to scholarly talks and conversations and an opportunity to
dialogue with fellow opera enthusiasts and special guests. Speakers in July include Emilio
Sagi, director of San Francisco Opera stagings of Il Barbiere di Siviglia, Don Carlo and Otello;
musicologist Laura Prichard and multidisciplinary artist Albert Montanez.

For tickets and more information, visit sfopera.com/aficionado



https://www.sfopera.com/aficionado

OPERA AFICIONADO CALENDAR

(programs subject to change)

JULY: OPERA IN LATIN AMERICA

This July, join San Francisco Opera'’s interactive lecture series, Opera Aficionado, for a
summer vacation south of the border, no mask or passport required. Ports of call include the
origins of sacred choral music and Baroque opera in the New World, contemporary Latinx
stories written for today's stage and the Zarzuela, the beloved Spanish tradition of musical
storytelling. Journey each Sunday through music and time as we rediscover a centuries-old
cultural landscape in which opera continues to thrive.

e Sunday, July 11,1 pm: The Zarzuela
Speaker: Stage Director Emilio Sagi
Originating at a palatial, 17th-century hunting lodge near Madrid, the Zarzuela is a
dramatic form of musical storytelling that once dominated the stages of Spanish-
speaking counties in worlds both old and new. Opera stage director Emilio Sagi will
lead us on a historical survey of an art form rarely appreciated—or even known—in
modern-day America

e Sunday, July 18, 1 pm: Baroque Opera in the New World
Speaker: Laura Prichard

The arrival of Spanish colonists in what they thought was a “new world" forever
changed human civilization and its course in history. Laura Prichard will travel with us
back in time to the Baroque Era in Latin America, where unique forms of classical
music and opera flourished. From boy choirs singing a cappella to the lost operatic
works of Mexican composers like Manuel de Zumaya, this lecture will have you yelling
Bravo! for all things Mexican Baroque.

e Sunday, July 25,1 pm: Contemporary Latin Stage Works
Speaker: Albert Montanez

In today's operatic landscape, the old classics still reign, and the roster of new works
premiered by major companies is dominated by composers of European and
American birth. Meanwhile, composers throughout Latin America continue to tell their
own stories and heritage through our beloved art form of opera. Multidisciplinary artist
Albert Montanez returns to Opera Aficionado to shine a spotlight on new stage works
from the contemporary Latinx world.

TICKETS: $5-$40


https://www.sfopera.com/about-us/people/bios/production/emilio-sagi/
https://www.sfopera.com/about-us/people/bios/production/laura-prichard/
https://www.sfopera.com/about-us/people/bios/production/albert-montanez/

Students, educators and individuals in need: $5/session.

General admission: $20/session, discount available for multiple-sessions order.
Enable another person to attend™: $40.

"This is not a tax-deductible contribution.

Tickets are available until noon on the day of each event at sfopera.com/aficionado.

San Francisco Opera is sponsored, in part, by The Dolby Family, Carol and Dixon
Doll, Bertie Bialek Elliott, Keith and Priscilla Geeslin, Gordon Getty, John A. and Cynthia Fry
Gunn, Burgess and Elizabeth Jamieson, Franklin and Catherine Johnson, Edmund W.
and Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund, Steven M. Menzies, Bernard and Barbro Osher, Jan
Shrem and Maria Manetti Shrem, Dianne and Tad Taube, Phyllis C. Wattis Endowment
Funds, Diane B. Wilsey, and Barbara A. Wolfe

DEC Programs are generously supported, in part, by Wells Fargo, Bank of America, and
Kaiser Permanente.
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Yamaha is the official piano of San Francisco Opera.

San Francisco Opera is supported, in part, by a grant from Grants for the Arts.
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High-resolution, downloadable photographs of DEC educational events are available at
sfopera.com/press.

For further press information, please contact:


https://www.sfopera.com/aficionado
https://www.sfopera.com/press

Julia Inouye (415) 565-6430 / jinouye@sfopera.com
Jeffery McMillan (415) 565-6451 / jmcmillan@sfopera.com
Teresa Concepcion (415) 565-6470 / tconcepcion@sfopera.com
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