
1 
 

  

 

IN SONG: AMINA EDRIS 
 

Released Today at sfopera.com, YouTube (English), YouTube (Arabic subtitles),  

Facebook and Instagram  

#InSongSF 
 

Live Launch Event: In Conversation with Amina Edris 

Today 2 pm PT at facebook.com/SFOpera 
 

 

     
Amina Edris and Amir Awad; Amina Edris; Amina Edris and Mamdouh Edris (photos: Mostafa Abdel Aty) 

 

San Francisco, CA (December 9, 2021) — San Francisco Opera’s intimate video portrait series 

In Song follows soprano Amina Edris back to her native Cairo in a new episode released 

today. There she revisits a childhood infused with Arabic music, the great temples of ancient 

Egypt and a boisterous family—notably her beloved uncle Mamdouh Edris, who introduced 

his niece not only to the Egyptian singer Oum Kalthoum but also to Rachmaninoff and Maria 

Callas. 

 

In Song: Amina Edris is free and available now (in English and with Arabic subtitles) at 

sfopera.com, YouTube (English), YouTube (Arabic subtitles), Facebook and Instagram. Learn 

https://www.sfopera.com/insong
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mk4RbqN7s10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qu7a5mwi7Zg
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=906014370108998
https://www.instagram.com/p/CXRJ2pxAbyq/
https://www.facebook.com/SFOpera
https://www.sfopera.com/insong
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mk4RbqN7s10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qu7a5mwi7Zg
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=906014370108998
https://www.instagram.com/p/CXRJ2pxAbyq/
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more about the episode by joining Amina Edris and In Song director Elena Park for a free, live 

Zoom conversation at 2pm PT today streamed on facebook.com/SFOpera. 

 

Edris carried this music with her when she was uprooted as a young girl by a move to New 

Zealand. Far away from family and friends, and caught between Arabic and Western worlds, 

she would eventually find her sense of belonging and home through song. She shares: 

“Growing up as an immigrant, I felt a bit stuck between going in the Egyptian direction or the 

New Zealand direction. I have this question all the time, where is home? Through music, I was 

able to sort of find some sense of belonging, without having to be a culture or faith or 

nationality. Anybody could play music and partake. So music kind of became my home.”  

 

Filmed with an Egyptian crew on location in Cairo, including the Dahab Island Palace off the 

Nile and the Pyramids of Egypt, this episode of In Song features Edris performing: 

• Zakaria Ahmed’s “Ghannili Shway Shway” (“Sing for me, a little”), from the film 

Salamah, originally performed by Oum Kalthoum, with her uncle Mamdouh Edris on 

oud  

• Georges Bizet’s “Adieux de l’hôtesse arabe” (“A Farewell from the Arabian Hostess”), 

a song that blends three aspects of her life: French, Arabic and Western classical 

music, with pianist Amir Awad 

 

Hailed as a “revelation” (Forum Opera) and praised for her “lustrous” tone (Opera News), 

soprano Amina Edris is rapidly establishing herself as one of the most exciting young stars on 

today’s operatic stage. Following post-graduate studies at the San Francisco Conservatory of 

Music, Edris participated in the Merola Opera Program (2015) and Adler Fellowship Program 

(2016, 2017). As a San Francisco Opera Adler Fellow, she performed roles in Carmen, Dream of 

the Red Chamber, Rigoletto, Elektra and La Traviata on the War Memorial Opera House stage. 

In 2019 she returned to the Company, starring as Juliette in Gounod’s Roméo et Juliette, 

opposite her husband, tenor Pene Pati, as Roméo. Of her performance, Opera Today said, 

“Edris possesses a beautifully colored, burnished tone, rare for a lyric soprano, her voice fully 

capable of sailing through the brilliant coloratura to create a freedom of spirit.”  

 

Her 2021–22 season began with performances as Alice in Robert le Diable at Opéra National 

de Bordeaux and continues with house debuts as Micaëla in Carmen (Opéra du Rhin) and the 

title role of La Traviata (Canadian Opera Company, Opéra de Limoges). She recently received 

critical praise for her interpretation of Massenet’s Manon at the Opéra Bastille and in 

https://www.facebook.com/SFOpera/
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Bordeaux. In 2019 she bowed as Fatime in Rameau’s Les Indes Galantes in a new production 

at Gran-Théâtre de Genève. She will return to Europe for engagements with Paris Opéra (La 

Folie in Rameau’s Platée) and Bordeaux and house debuts at Paris’ Théâtre des Champs-

Élysées and Barcelona’s Gran Theatre del Liceu. 

 

San Francisco Opera’s In Song is a series of intimate video portraits featuring remarkable 

artists who draw us into their distinctive spheres through stories and song—from classical to 

bluegrass, spirituals, Samoan and Egyptian songs and mariachi music. Launched in March 

2021, each episode invites us into the singers’ worlds to see how they express themselves 

through deep connections to song. In Song: J’Nai Bridges, In Song: Pene Pati, In Song: Jamie 

Barton (featuring Béla Fleck), In Song: Arturo Chacón-Cruz and In Song: Amina Edris are 

available on demand at sfopera.com/insong and YouTube.  

 

In Song, along with San Francisco Opera’s other new digital content initiatives including the 

podcast North Stage Door and Atrium Sessions, is made possible, in part, through the Creative 

Edge Fund, with major support from Carol and Dixon Doll, Peter Fenton and Kate Greer, and 

Bob Ellis. 

 

IN CONVERSATION WITH AMINA EDRIS 

TODAY 2PM PT AT FACEBOOK.COM/SFOPERA 
 

Live Zoom conversation and audience Q&A with In Song director Elena Park 

 

   
Amina Edris (photo: Cheshire Isaacs); In Song (photo: Mostafa Abdel Aty); Elena Park (photo: Kristen Loken) 

 

Soprano Amina Edris discusses the creation of In Song: Amina Edris with director and 

executive producer Elena Park. Viewers are invited to ask questions. The one-hour, live Zoom 

conversation is free; register here. The event will be streamed at facebook.com/SFOpera.  

 

https://www.sfopera.com/insong
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_UM1oLgVQfaXqDOv7e97O-OLVwA9Xnoc
https://www.facebook.com/SFOpera/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88290778877?pwd=dHgrNzVkUjdJKzR0bm1UTCsyc0Vkdz09
https://www.facebook.com/SFOpera
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IN SONG: AMINA EDRIS 
 

Free and now available at sfopera.com, YouTube (English), YouTube (Arabic subtitles), 

Facebook and Instagram.  

 

Full-length episode and 30-second trailers (in English and with Arabic subtitles) on YouTube  

 

PRESS PHOTOS: High-resolution, downloadable photographs 

of In Song: Amina Edris are available at sfopera.com/press. 

 

Running time: 18 minutes. 58 seconds  

Filmed on location in Cairo, Egypt 

 

FEATURING: 
 

Amina Edris, soprano 

Amir Awad, piano 

Mamdouh Edris, oud 

 

PERFORMANCES: 
 

“Ghannili Shway Shway” (“Sing for me, a little”); music by Zakaria Ahmed; lyrics by Bayram al-

Tunisi; from the film Salamah, originally performed by Oum Kalthoum; arrangement by 

Mamdouh Edris; English translation by Amina Edris   
 

“Adieux de l’hôtesse arabe” (“A Farewell from the Arabian Hostess”) by Georges Bizet; poetry 

by Victor Hugo; translation by Richard Stokes 

 

 

A San Francisco Opera/Lumahai Productions collaboration. 
 

Directed by Elena Park 

Editor: Steven E. Mallorca 

Director of Photography: Bassem El-Kashef 

Executive Producers: Matthew Shilvock and Gregory Henkel 

Executive Producer: Elena Park 

Producers: Molly McBride and Basma Hamed 

Recording Engineer: Hameed Sabry 
 

https://www.sfopera.com/insong
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mk4RbqN7s10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qu7a5mwi7Zg
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=906014370108998
https://www.instagram.com/p/CXRJ2pxAbyq/
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_UM1oLgVQfaXqDOv7e97O-OLVwA9Xnoc
https://www.sfopera.com/press
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Cairo Production Services: Orient Productions for Film and Theatre 
 

 

 

San Francisco Opera is sponsored, in part, by The Dolby Family, Carol and Dixon Doll, Bertie 

Bialek Elliott, Peter Fenton and Kate Greer, Keith and Priscilla Geeslin, Gordon Getty, John A. and 

Cynthia Fry Gunn, Burgess and Elizabeth Jamieson, Franklin and Catherine Johnson, Edmund W. 

and Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund, Steven M. Menzies, Bernard and Barbro Osher, Jan Shrem 

and Maria Manetti Shrem, Dianne and Tad Taube, Phyllis C. Wattis Endowment Funds, 

Diane B. Wilsey, and Barbara A. Wolfe. 
 

The In Song series is made possible, in part, by the Creative Edge Fund with major support from 

Carol and Dixon Doll, Peter Fenton and Kate Greer, and Bob Ellis. 
 

Yamaha is the official piano of San Francisco Opera. 
 

San Francisco Opera is supported, in part, by a grant from Grants for the Arts. 

 

 

OFFICIAL AIRLINE 

   

OFFICIAL WINE SPONSOR  

 

 

 

For further press information, please contact San Francisco Opera Communications: 

Julia Inouye (415) 565-6430 / jinouye@sfopera.com 

Jeffery McMillan (415) 565-6451 / jmcmillan@sfopera.com 

Teresa Concepcion (415) 565-6470 / tconcepcion@sfopera.com 
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