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SAN FRANCISCO
OPERA

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA/SAN FRANCISCO PUBLIC LIBRARY
STORYTELLING WORKSHOP SERIES
CULMINATES WITH FREE PUBLIC EVENT

THE OPERA IN YOU: SEASON FINALE SHOWCASE
SATURDAY, JUNE 15 AT KORET AUDITORIUM, MAIN LIBRARY
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2023 The Opera in You Finale Showcase (Photos: Kristen Loken)

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (May 30, 2024) — The second season of The Opera in You, San Francisco
Opera'’s free storytelling workshop series presented in partnership with San Francisco Public
Library (SFPL), culminates with The Opera in You: Season Finale Showcase on Saturday,

June 15 at 3 p.m. in the Koret Auditorium at SFPL's Main Library. Hear Bay Area workshop
participants share their own true operatic tales at this free event.

Twelve selected participants from The Opera in You workshops will share their five-minute
stories at this public storytelling celebration. During the event, three additional workshop
participants will also be selected by lottery to read their stories, which this year connect to
themes in San Francisco Opera’'s 2023-24 Season: fairytales, tales of consequence, and the
comedy of love. The showcase will be hosted by The Opera in You Program Facilitator Corey
Rosen and feature songs performed by San Francisco Opera Adler Fellow Arianna



Rodriguez, accompanied by pianist and The Opera in You Program Administrator Cole
Thomason-Redus.

The Opera in You is a partnership of San Francisco Opera’'s Department of Diversity, Equity
and Community and San Francisco Public Library to offer free writing and storytelling
workshops at SFPL branches across the city. Storytelling is an essential component of opera
and The Opera in You offers individuals, no matter their background or prior experience, an
opportunity to develop their storytelling skills. Led by experienced coaches and teachers, the
workshops bring participants together in a creative and collaborative environment to share
their own unique life stories.

The March-May 2024 series of weekly in-person workshops took place at six San Francisco
Public Library branches (Bernal Heights, Golden Gate Valley, Noe Valley, Richmond, Sunset
and Visitacion Valley) and was also offered via three series of weekly live online sessions. This
season'’s team of teaching artists was led by storyteller, improviser and teacher Corey Rosen,
together with writers and storytellers Nicole Apostol Bruno, Patricia Cotter, F.T. Kola, Sara
Marinelli and Christian Wilburn. Since its inception in 2022, the program has been offered at
nearly half of SFPL's branches.

FOR CALENDAR EDITORS

WHAT: Celebrate the art of storytelling at The Opera in You: Season Finale Showcase,
the culminating event of San Francisco Opera and San Francisco Public Library's
(SFPL) free storytelling workshop series, The Opera in You.

Twelve selected storytellers from The Opera in You workshops will share their
own true operatic tales at this free storytelling showcase. During the event, three
additional workshop participants will also be selected by lottery to share their
five-minute stories, which connect to themes from San Francisco Opera's 2023-
24 Season: fairytales, tales of consequence and the comedy of love.

The showcase will be hosted by The Opera in You Program Facilitator Corey
Rosen and feature songs performed by San Francisco Opera Adler Fellow
Arianna Rodriguez, accompanied by pianist and The Opera in You Program

Administrator Cole Thomason-Redus.
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This event is FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. No registration required.

DATE: Saturday, June 15, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.

WHERE: Koret Auditorium at SFPL's Main Library, 100 Larkin Street in San Francisco

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Visit https://sfpl.org
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San Francisco Opera is sponsored, in part, by Norby Anderson, Julie Dickson, Jerome L. and Thao N.
Dodson, The Dolby Family, Carol and Dixon Doll, Bertie Bialek Elliott, Peter Fenton and Kate Greer, Keith
and Priscilla Geeslin, Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation for the Arts, Louise Gund, John A. and Cynthia Fry
Gunn, Elizabeth B. Jamieson (in memoriam, J. Burgess Jamieson), Franklin and Catherine Johnson, Edmund
W. and Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund, Bernard and Barbro Osher, Barbara Oshman, Jeff and Marieke
Rothschild, Jan Shrem and Maria Manetti Shrem, Dianne and Tad Taube, Phyllis C. Wattis Endowment
Funds, Diane B. Wilsey, and Barbara A. \Wolfe.

Yamabha is the official piano of San Francisco Opera.

San Francisco Opera is supported, in part, by a grant from Grants for the Arts.
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San Francisco Opera is a member of
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PRESS PHOTOS: High-resolution, downloadable photographs are available at
sfopera.com/press.

For further press information, please contact San Francisco Opera Communications:
Julia Inouye (415) 565-6430 / jinouye@sfopera.com

Jeffery McMillan (415) 565-6451 / jmcmillan@sfopera.com

Teresa Concepcion (415) 565-6470 / tconcepcion@sfopera.com
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