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RISE UP AND RESIST:
A COMMEMORATIVE CONCERT ON THE 80TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE WARSAW GHETTO UPRISING

APRIL 28, 2023 AT DIANNE AND TAD TAUBE ATRIUM THEATER

San Francisco Opera and Taube Philanthropies Join Global
Commemorations with Special One-Night-Only Concert

Warsaw's Monur;went to the Ghetto Heroes (photo: Rafal Grunt)

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (April 3, 2023) - San Francisco Opera and Taube Philanthropies
present a special one-night-only concert, Rise Up and Resist: A Commemorative Concert
on the 80th Anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, on April 28 at the Dianne and Tad
Taube Atrium Theater.

The concert program will span solemn musical remembrance; outlawed music
performed in the Warsaw Ghetto in defiance of the Nazi regime; music performed by
the Jewish Symphony Orchestra in the Ghetto; folk music celebrating Jewish, Polish-
Jewish and Polish cultural heritage; and popular cabaret songs and uplifting music of
the time. Musical selections will include:



e Mieczystaw Weinberg's Aria from Op. 9 for String Quartet and his Sieben Jiddische
Lieder (art songs with Yiddish text by Itzhok Lejb Peretz, the Polish-Jewish
writer/playwright known as one of the great classical Yiddish writers).

e Karol Szymanowski's “La Fontaine d'Arethuse” from Mythes, Op. 30 (performed on
the last concert played by the Jewish Symphony Orchestra in the Warsaw Ghetto
on April 12, 1942).

e Frédéric Chopin's Nocturne No. 20 in C-sharp minor (the piece Polish pianist and
composer Wtadystaw Szpilman played for the SS Officer who discovered him in
hiding in Warsaw in 1944).

e Beethoven's “Ode to Joy" sung in Yiddish, honoring the Jewish Symphony
Orchestra's plans, never able to be realized, to perform Beethoven's Ninth
Symphony with the fourth movement sung in Yiddish.

e Popular songs such as “Makh tzu di Eygelekh"” and “Piosenka a mojej Warszawie”
composed for the ghetto theater and cabarets of the time by David Beigelman,
Henryk Wars and Albert Harris.

e The religious song “Ani Ma'amin” with Hebrew text from the 13 Articles of Faith.

e The Yiddish Hymn of the Partisans “Zog nit keynmol"—a song signaling courage,
resistance and resilience.

At the behest of the President of Poland Andrzej Duda, who will preside over the official
commemoration of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising in the nation's capital on April 19,
cultural institutions in Poland, Germany, the United States and Israel were invited to
participate in an international commemoration of this anniversary with musical
performances during the four weeks (April 19-May 16) of the 1943 uprising. This concert
and others like it being held around the world honor the memory of the Warsaw Ghetto
Uprising and its fighters and supporters.

Eighty years ago, on 19 April 1943, the Jews of Warsaw took up armed struggle against
their Nazi oppressors. The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising was the first major civilian rebellion
in Nazi-occupied Europe and the largest extended act of armed resistance by Jews
during World War Il. The uprising capped a three-year ordeal that began in 1940, when
the German conquerors of Poland began confining Jews within newly decreed ghettos
in Warsaw, Lodz, Krakow and elsewhere. A majority of the Jews in the Warsaw Ghetto
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were transported to the Treblinka death camp in 1942. Leaders among those who
remained led a month-long uprising that took the lives of most of the fighters and many
of their enemies. Music had a special place in the struggle to maintain humanity while
opposing Nazi barbarism. Not only did it refresh the spirit and provide emotional
expression, but the ability of music to transcend languages and ethnicities helped
sustain communal solidarity.

ABOUT TAUBE PHILANTHROPIES:

For more than 30 years, Taube Philanthropies has been a leader in supporting
educational, research, cultural, community and youth organizations in the San Francisco
Bay Area, Poland and Israel. Founded by businessman and philanthropist Tad Taube in
1981, and now led by Tad and his wife, Dianne Taube, the foundation's collaborative
philanthropy has helped build programs and institutions that strengthen the community,
every year serving hundreds of thousands of all ages and backgrounds, and working to
ensure that citizens have the freedom and opportunity for advancement of their goals
and dreams.

TICKETS & INFORMATION

Tickets (general seating) are $36 and are available at the San Francisco Opera Box
Office (301 Van Ness Avenue) in person, by phone at (415) 864-3330 and online at
sfopera.com/riseup.

The Dianne and Tad Taube Atrium Theater is an intimate state-of-the-art performance
venue utilizing the Constellation® acoustic system from Berkeley-based Meyer Sound.
The Taube Atrium Theater is part of San Francisco Opera's Diane B. Wilsey Center for
Opera, located on the fourth floor of the Veterans Building at 401 Van Ness Avenue in
San Francisco.

For complete information about the Company's health and safety protocols, visit
sfopera.com/safetyfirst.



https://www.sfopera.com/riseup
https://www.sfopera.com/safetyfirst

CALENDAR EDITORS, PLEASE NOTE:

RISE UP AND RESIST: A COMMEMORATIVE CONCERT ON THE 80TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE WARSAW GHETTO UPRISING

FRIDAY, APRIL 28 at 7:30 p.m.

Dianne and Tad Taube Atrium Theater
Veterans Building, fourth floor, 401 Van Ness Ave, San Francisco, CA 94102

This concert is approximately one hour with no intermission.

Artists and programs subject to change.

Artists include:

San Francisco Opera Adler Fellows-Arianna Rodriguez, Mikayla Sager and Olivia Smith
(sopranos); Gabrielle Beteag and Nikola Printz (mezzo-sopranos); Moisés Salazar (tenor);
and Jongwon Han (bass-baritone)

Members of the San Francisco Opera Orchestra-Kay Stern, Concertmaster; Jeremy
Preston, Principal Second Violin; Joy Fellows, Associate Principal Viola; Thalia Moore,
Acting Principal Cello; José Gonzalez Granero, Principal Clarinet; David Tannenbaum,
guitar; Ron Borelli, accordion

Pianists-Ronny Michael Greenberg, Yang Lin (Adler Fellow), Carrie-Ann Matheson
(Artistic Director, San Francisco Opera Center), Marika Yasuda (Adler Fellow)

Program:

As part of the international commemoration of the 80th anniversary of the Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising, San Francisco Opera and Taube Philanthropies present Rise Up and
Resist: A Commemorative Concert on the 80th Anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising.

The program will span solemn musical remembrance; outlawed music performed in the
Warsaw ghetto in defiance of the Nazi regime; music performed by the Jewish
Symphony Orchestra in the Ghetto; folk music celebrating Jewish, Polish-Jewish and
Polish cultural heritage; and uplifting music of the time. Works will include music by
David Beigelman and Isaiah Shpigl (arranged by Eytan Pessen), Ernest Bloch, Frédéric



Chopin, Albert Harris, Szymon Laks, Dmitry Pokrass, Karol Szymanowski, Alexandre
Tansman, Henryk Wars and Mieczystaw Weinberg.

For more information about the concert, please visit sfopera.com/riseup.
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Rise Up and Resist: A Commemorative Concert On The 80th Anniversary Of The Warsaw Ghetto
Uprising is made possible by Taube Philanthropies.

San Francisco Opera is sponsored, in part, by Norby Anderson, Jerome L. and Thao N. Dodson,
The Dolby Family, Carol and Dixon Doll, Bertie Bialek Elliott, Peter Fenton and Kate Greer, Keith
and Priscilla Geeslin, Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation for the Arts, John A. and Cynthia Fry
Gunn, Burgess and Elizabeth Jamieson, Franklin and Catherine Johnson, Edmund W. and Jeannik
Méquet Littlefield Fund, Steven M. Menzies, Bernard and Barbro Osher, Jan Shrem and Maria
Manetti Shrem, Dianne and Tad Taube, Phyllis C. Wattis Endowment Funds, Diane B. Wilsey, and
Barbara A. Wolfe.

San Francisco Opera is supported, in part, by a grant from Grants for the Arts.
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San Francisco Opera is a member of

OFRRMERICA

For further press information, please contact San Francisco Opera Communications:
Julia Inouye (415) 565-6430 / jinouye@sfopera.com

Jeffery McMillan (415) 565-6451 / jmcmillan@sfopera.com

Teresa Concepcion (415) 565-6470 / tconcepcion@sfopera.com
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