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50TH FREE OPERA IN THE PARK CONCERT 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, GOLDEN GATE PARK 
 

   
Scenes from Opera in the Park (photos: Kristen Loken) 

 

Opening Weekend of San Francisco Opera’s 2025–26 Season culminates 

with outdoor concert tradition presented by San Francisco Chronicle with 

Eun Sun Kim leading the San Francisco Opera Orchestra and vocal stars 
 

To mark 50 years of Opera in the Park, a Picnic Contest will crown the  

event’s most outstanding picnic spread 
 

sfopera.com/operainthepark 
 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA (August 29, 2025) — The opening weekend festivities celebrating 

San Francisco Opera’s 103rd season conclude on Sunday, September 7 with the 

Company’s 50th presentation of Opera in the Park. This popular and free event presented 

by the San Francisco Chronicle features Caroline H. Hume Music Director Eun Sun Kim 

conducting the San Francisco Opera Orchestra and stars of the Company’s fall season at 

Robin Williams Meadow in Golden Gate Park. 
 

Classical California KDFC is a marketing partner for Opera in the Park and on-air hosts 

Maggie Reberg and Dianne Nicolini will welcome the audience. San Francisco Opera’s Tad 

and Dianne Taube General Director Matthew Shilvock, now in his tenth season at the helm 

of the Company, will emcee the event. From the casts of the first two operas of the 2025–

26 Season—Giuseppe Verdi’s Rigoletto and Jake Heggie and Terrence McNally’s Dead Man 

https://www.sfopera.com/operainthepark
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Walking—Opera in the Park soloists scheduled to appear include sopranos Brittany Renee, 

Olivia Smith, Adela Zaharia; mezzo-sopranos Jamie Barton, J’Nai Bridges, Susan Graham, 

Nikola Printz; tenor Yongzhao Yu; baritones Amartuvshin Enkhbat, Rod Gilfry; and bass 

Peixin Chen in a program of arias and ensembles from operas by Rossini, Puccini, Verdi 

and Heggie, among others, along with hits from musical theater and Butterfly YY, an 

orchestral piece by Bay Area composer and bassist in the San Francisco Opera Orchestra 

Shinji Eshima. 

 

PICNIC CONTEST 

 

   
Picnic spreads at Opera in the Park (photos: Drew Altizer Photography); Picnic Contest judges George and Anissa Dingle 

 

In honor of the 50th Opera in the Park concert and five decades of elaborate picnics 

brought to the park by attendees, San Francisco Opera is holding a contest for the best 

picnic spread at the September 7 concert. Claim your patch of grass and deck it out with 

the most impressive picnic you can dream up. 

 

The celebrity judges for the Opera in the Park Picnic Contest are Hayes Valley 

neighborhood restaurateurs George and Anissa Dingle. With over 25 years of experience 

between them, George is a Michelin-trained chef and Anissa a sommelier. After running 

Hayes Valley favorite Monsieur Benjamin, the Dingles will open this fall Dingles Public 

House, the new British gastropub at Inn at the Opera, just across the street from the Opera 

House. During Opera in the Park, George and Anissa will be scouting the grounds during 

the first half of the concert, looking for the ultimate picnic to award the grand prize! 
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50 YEARS OF OPERA IN THE PARK 
 

    
Opera in the Park concerts with Kurt Herber Adler conducting Elena Obraztsova in 1977 (left), Montserrat Caballé in 1981 

(center). Luciano Pavarotti at rehearsal for Opera in the Park in 1979. Photos: San Francisco Opera Archives 

 

Established by former San Francisco Opera General Director Kurt Herbert Adler in 1971, 

Opera in the Park celebrates the opening of the Company’s season with a free outdoor 

concert. The annual event now typically draws more than 10,000 to San Francisco’s idyllic 

Golden Gate Park for an afternoon of arias, duets and popular song. Many operatic 

luminaries have performed at Opera in the Park, including Montserrat Caballé, Marilyn 

Horne and Renata Scotto. Luciano Pavarotti appeared at Opera in the Park on three 

occasions, beginning in 1973 with soprano Licia Albanese for the series’ second event, a 

concert to honor the memory of Company founder Gaetano Merola. When the Music 

Concourse and bandshell sustained damage after the 1998 earthquake, the concerts 

were moved to Sharon Meadow, later renamed Robin Williams Meadow in 2018. Opera in 

the Park did not take place in 1972, 1990, 2020 and 2021; the 1980 event was modified on 

account of rain, and the singers agreed to perform with piano accompaniment. 

 

ABOUT SAN FRANCISCO OPERA 
 

Under the leadership of Tad and Dianne Taube General Director Matthew Shilvock and 

Caroline H. Hume Music Director Eun Sun Kim, San Francisco Opera celebrated its 

Centennial Season in 2022–23. Beginning with its first seasons during the 1920s, San 

Francisco Opera has long been a home for new operas and, since 1961, the Company has 

commissioned and co-commissioned more than 30 new operas. For its 103rd season, the 

Company presents the world premiere of Huang Ruo and David Henry Hwang’s The 

Monkey King, a new production of Richard Wagner’s Parsifal, a 25th-anniversary 

presentation of Jake Heggie and Terrence McNally’s Dead Man Walking (a San Francisco 

Opera commission in 2000), Verdi’s Rigoletto, Rossini’s The Barber of Seville, Richard 

Strauss’ Elektra, and a variety of concerts and special events. Learn more at sfopera.com.  

 

 

https://www.sfopera.com/operas/the-monkey-king/
https://www.sfopera.com/operas/the-monkey-king/
https://www.sfopera.com/operas/parsifal/
https://www.sfopera.com/operas/dead-man-walking/
https://www.sfopera.com/operas/rigoletto/
https://www.sfopera.com/operas/the-barber-of-seville/
https://www.sfopera.com/operas/elektra/
https://www.sfopera.com/
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**50TH ANNIVERSARY** 
 

San Francisco Chronicle Presents OPERA IN THE PARK 
 

FREE CONCERT celebrating the opening of San Francisco Opera’s 103rd season 
 

Sunday, September 7 at 1:30 p.m. 

Robin Williams Meadow in San Francisco’s Golden Gate Park 
 

Eun Sun Kim, conductor 

San Francisco Opera Orchestra (Kay Stern, concertmaster) 
 

Soloists (subject to change): 
 

Sopranos: Brittany Renee, Olivia Smith, Adela Zaharia 

Mezzo-sopranos: Jamie Barton, J’Nai Bridges, Susan Graham, Nikola Printz 

Tenor: Yongzhao Yu 

Baritones: Amartuvshin Enkhbat, Rod Gilfry 

Bass: Peixin Chen 
 

General Director Matthew Shilvock, emcee 
 

San Francisco Opera celebrates 50 years of Opera in the Park, the free, annual concert in 

San Francisco’s Golden Gate Park, marking the new opera season. Presented by the San 

Francisco Chronicle, Opera in the Park draws more than 10,000 to Robin Williams Meadow 

each season to hear the San Francisco Opera Orchestra and stars of the new season in an 

al fresco program of arias and songs. 
 

To honor the 50th Opera in the Park concert, a contest will be held to crown the most 

outstanding picnic spread with celebrity judges and restauranteurs George and Anissa 

Dingel roaming the grounds during the first half of the concert, looking for the most over-

the-top spread to be awarded the grand prize. Food and beverages will also be available 

for purchase at the park. Attendees are encouraged to bring refillable water bottles and 

make use of the water stations positioned around Robin Williams Meadow.  
 

This event is FREE; no tickets are required. Senior/accessible seating and ADA parking is 

available on a first-come, first-served basis. Public parking is extremely limited and 

alternative transportation, such as Muni (5, 7, 21, 33, N) and ridesharing apps are strongly 

recommended. Complimentary bicycle valet parking area is provided by the Bicycle 

Coalition on the east side of the meadow.  
 

For more information, call (415) 864-3330 or visit sfopera.com/operainthepark. 

 

 

https://www.sfopera.com/operainthepark
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San Francisco Opera is sponsored, in part, by Julie Dickson, Jerome & Thao Dodson, Dagmar 

Dolby, Bertie Bialek Elliott, The Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation for the Arts, Louise Gund, John 

A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn, Franklin & Catherine Johnson, Edmund W. & Jeannik Méquet Littlefield 

Fund, Bernard & Barbro Osher, Marieke & Jeff Rothschild, Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem, 

Dianne & Tad Taube, Phyllis C. Wattis Endowment Funds, Diane B. Wilsey, Barbara A. Wolfe and 

two anonymous donors. 
 

Opera in the Park is made possible, in part, by Opening Weekend Grand Sponsor Diane B. Wilsey.  

Additional support provided by The William & Gretchen Kimball Fund. 
 

Yamaha is the official piano of San Francisco Opera. 
 

San Francisco Opera is supported, in part, by a grant from Grants for the Arts. 

 

San Francisco Opera is a member of 

 

PRESS PHOTOS: High-resolution, downloadable images for Opera in the Park are available at 

sfopera.com/press. 
 

For further press information, please contact San Francisco Opera Communications: 

Julia Inouye (415) 565-6430 / jinouye@sfopera.com 

Jeffery McMillan (415) 565-6451 / jmcmillan@sfopera.com 

Teresa Concepcion (415) 565-6470 / tconcepcion@sfopera.com 

https://www.sfopera.com/press/
mailto:jinouye@sfopera.com
mailto:jmcmillan@sfopera.com
mailto:tconcepcion@sfopera.com

